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Daylilies

by Elsie Oliveira, UC Master Gardener

The Daylily is one of the most widely used plants by landscapers in new subdivisions and city landscape
zones for several outstanding reasons:

* They are a carefree perennial plant

* They survive in many climates

* They look right in any landscape style

* They are remarkably drought tolerant once established

* They are subject to very few pests or diseases

* They come in every color except true blue and pure white

Daylilies are native to the femperate areas of Japan, Siberia, Korea, China and Eurasia. Explorers to
those areas brought plants back to Europe and later colonists brought them to North America.

The original colors were yellow, orange, fulvous (dull reddish yellow), and rosy fulvous. Hybridizers in
the U.S. and Britain have been working to improve the common daylily since the early 1930's. Now
colors range from near whites, pastels, pinks, crimson, vivid reds, yellows, oranges, purple, nearly
true-blue, and outstanding blends. There are now more than 50,000 named daylilies in cultivation.

Flower Power: The genus name Hemerocallis is Greek for "day" and "beauty". This is a reference to the
fact that each flower lasts one day. Mature daylilies can produce many flower buds on each stalk
during their bloom cycle and there can be many stalks in each clump. Therefore, the fact that an
individual flower lasts only one day does nothing to detract from its value in the landscape.

Bloom cycles run from early spring until frost and daylilies are grouped into different cycles. Many
cultivars bloom more than one time during the season. Some bloom early and then repeat in the fall.
Others have a succession of bloom periods, one shortly after another for several months. If you
choose wisely, you can have daylilies in constant bloom for several months.

Flower Descriptors: The outer portion of the daylily flower is considered to be the basic color of the
flower. The center area of the flower is called the throat. In most daylilies, the throat color is
different. Like the throat, the stamens may be a different color from the basic and throat colors or
they may be a matching color. The anthers at the tips of the stamens are often darker in
color--sometimes black.




Descriptive words are used to describe daylily colors. "Self" means the entire flower is the same color,
except perhaps the stamens and/or throat. "Blend" is two or more colors. "Polychrome" is three or
more colors. "Bitone" petals and sepals differ in shades of the same color. "Bicolor" means petals and
sepals are different colors. "Eyed or banded" means the flower has a zone of different color or a
darker shade. "Edged or Picotee" the edges of the flower segments are lighter or darker than the
segment color. "Tipped" signifies the segment tips are a different color. "Dotted or dusted" is uneven
distribution of background color.

Flower shapes vary markedly and include circular, triangular, star-shaped, informal, ruffled, flat,
recurved, trumpet, spider and double.

Plant Descriptors: Daylily plants have four important parts.

1. The roots are long, slender, and fibrous or enlarged into spindle-shape with additional roots at their
bases.

2. The crown is the stem of the plant. It is a solid white core located between the leaves and the roots.
3. The leaves are long, slender, and grass-like. The leaves are arranged opposite each other on the
crown, giving a flattened appearance which causes the plant to be referred to as a "fan". Multiple fans
of a single plant form a “clump".

4. The scape is a leafless stalk which bears the flowers. Most have two or more branches, each bearing
several flower buds.

The cold-hardiness of daylilies is variable. Some are iron-clad hardy and others are extremely tender.
To avoid risk of losing a plant, choose daylilies which others have already grown successfully in our
climate.

Daylily Care: Plant in well drained neutral soil in sun or part shade. Daylilies must receive a minimum of
6 hours sun. Fertilizer is not necessary if soil is not lacking in nutrients. Dig hole wider than root mass.
Crown should be at the same depth as it was growing and no deeper than one inch. Pack soil firmly
around plant and water generously in spring when scapes and flowers are forming. Mulch to retain
moisture and reduce weed germination. Dead head to keep plants tidy and to encourage new blooms on
reblooming varieties.
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