
 

 

 

Chill Accumulation/ 
Harvest Prediction 
Calculation 
An on line service to help fruit growers 
manage their crops  

Ted DeJong 
Department of Plant Sciences 

Donna Seaver 
Fruit and Nut Research and 

Information Center  

On Line Support is available for the topics below at:  
http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/weather/index.shtml/ 

 
 
• Introduction to Fruit and Nut Research and 

Information Center (FNRIC) Weather 
Services 

• Information about winter chilling 
• Different methods of calculating chill 

accumulation 
• How to access chill accumulation for your 

area 
• Introduction to time of Harvest Prediction 

Module 
• Relationship between harvest date and early 

spring heat accumulation 
• How heat accumulation is calculated 
• Ways to use the Harvest Prediction Module 
• Future goal of predicting fruit size potential 

using spring weather data 
 
 
 

Instructions: 
• Go to:  http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu 
• Click the Weather Services link 
• For site specific chill accumulation   
      information click on Cumulative Chilling 
       Hours. 
 - Click on the CIMIS weather station 
          closest to your site of interest 
 - Click on RETRIEVE DATA for standard 
   information 
 - Retrieve absolute value or do  
   comparisons with previous six years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
• For site specific heat accumulation for  
      the first 30 days after bloom click  
      Harvest Prediction Module. 
 - Click on desired CIMIS weather station  
   location 
 - Enter the bloom date for the current season  
   and click on submit button 
 - Program displays Growing Degree Hour  
   accumulation for the current year in  
   comparison to previous 5 years. 
 
Visit “About Growing Degree Hours” to learn how 
to use this information to predict harvest date and 
anticipate fruit size problems. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact Information: 
Ted DeJong  (530) 752-1843  tmdejong@ucdavis.edu 
Donna Seaver  (530) 754-9708   fruitsandnuts@ucdavis.edu 


