MONTEREY COUNTY 4-H COUNCIL PARTICIPATION FEE

As has been discussed and approved at the Monterey County 4-H Council June 18, 2002 meeting, Council has decided to ask members to give an annual $10.00 Participation Fee per member to generate needed funds for the on-going 4-H expenses in our county.  The purpose of this fee is to keep the quality of programs, awards, and education up and to increase the participation in county events.  We would like this to be a three-year pilot program with a yearly review of the money collected, spent, and the number of participants in County events.  This fee in no way exempts a club from participating in the Food Booth at the Monterey County Fair; nor is participation in 4-H dependent on this contribution.  The fee may be paid by each individual member, by the club, or may be fundraised by the club.  

Collection of the fee will be separate from enrollment. The monies collected will be due November 1, 2006.  DO NOT INCLUDE THESE MONIES WITH THE ENROLLMENT MONIES.   The reporting of the collection and use of the fees will be done by Monterey County 4-H Council treasurer and will be published monthly in the News Notes.

The Participation Fee will be used for the following:
¨
Achievement Night Awards (year pins, star ranks, county medals).

¨
Each club will be allowed to send three delegates to County Mini Conference free.*

¨
Each club will be allowed to send three delegates to County Leadership Get-Away free.*

¨
The 4-H Council will pay for 20 County delegates to LCORT Conference (members wishing to attend will apply and be selected by a 4-H Council selection committee).

¨
The 4-H Council will pay $100 of the State Leadership Conference fees for 10 delegates (members wishing to attend will apply and be selected by a 4-H Council selection committee).

¨
Four thousand dollars ($4,000) per year will be awarded in scholarship money to graduating seniors ($1,000 maximum per applicant will be awarded).

¨
All chaperone fees for Monterey County Mini Conference and Monterey County Leadership Get-Away will be paid.  Chaperone fees for the required ratio of youth to adults for LCORT and State Leadership Conference will be paid.

¨
All expenses for conferences and uniforms for TLAW’s and All Stars will be paid.

¨
Resource library, videos, and printed material will be available from the County Office.

¨
Outreach to all clubs and to the community.

¨
Awards and facility expenses for County Presentation Day, Project Field Day, County Speaking Experience, Dessert Contest, County Fashion Revue, and County Food Preservation Day.

¨
Contributions to the Monterey County Quilt-A-Thon Project.

¨
All expenses for adult leaders to attend State Leaders Forum at Asilomar.

*Clubs will determine which delegates attend the conference.  If more than three delegates wish to attend, the club may split the fee and have each member pay equal amounts.  The club will make that determination.

Additional incidental fees may be required of members attending conferences, i.e., transportation costs, food, souvenirs, etc.

The money will be prioritized by the amount of money collected and best way to service the most 4-H’ers.  The 4-H Council believes this Participation Fee will increase the participation at all county events.  Currently our county events have small numbers of members attending.  The chance to attend conferences will be offered to many more members and leaders.  The 4-H Council encourages all clubs to take a hard look at the benefits and services offered by the University of California 4-H Youth Development Program and the Monterey County 4-H Council during the year, and hopes that all clubs will invest in the increased opportunities for our members by honoring our request for the $10.00 fee.  Ten dollars is a small price to pay for the benefits of the Monterey County 4-H Youth Development Program.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Nancy Thorp, President - Monterey County 4-H Council.
