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GLENN COUNTY GROUNDWATER ORDINANCE NO. 1115
ITS ORGANIZATIONAL AND MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

Allan Fulton and Toccoy Dudley
(F or distribution in M ay issue of Glenn County F arm Bureau N ewsletter )

INTRODUCTION

This article (May) is the second in a
series of information articles on Glenn
County Ordinance No. 1115,
Groundwater Management. The first
article was published in the April issue
of the Glenn County Farm Bureau
Newsletter and discussed the
background and intent of the ordinance.
If you missed that article and would like
a copy contact Stacy Buttermore,
Executive Manager of the Glenn County
Farm Bureau (530)-865-9636.

This May article discusses the
organizational structure to manage and
implement the ordinance. The June
article will discuss the approach to
implementing the ordinance and the
presence status of implementation.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The importance and sensitive nature of this
ordinance was not taken lightly or rushed
during its development. There was no
attempt to actually write the ordinance until
several years of sharing concepts and
concerns were openly discussed among
local parties with similar and different
interests in the groundwater resource. The
ordinance was not adopted until a public
hearing that reviewed the ordinance in draft
form was completed.

The flow chart below illustrates who is
responsible for operation of the ordinance. It
was designed to be a locally driven process
that is responsive to continuous public input

by experienced groundwater users. Final
decisions and actions are the responsib ility
of the publicly elected Glenn County Board
of Supervisors .

A Water Advisory Committee (WAC), 22
members was formed by the Board of
Supervisors. A concerted effort was made
to assure the appointments reflected a wide
cross-section of local interests in the Glenn
County groundwater resource. During the
initial phases of implementing the
groundwater ordinance, the WAC has met
about every six weeks, eventually, the
frequency of meeting should lessen.

Each Water Advisory Committee member
contributes to the groundwater ordinance
by:

• Providing hands-on experience with
agricultural and domestic wells and
pumps concerning operable and
affordable groundwater levels.

• Asserting leadership, providing
representation, and assisting with
communication among their sub-
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community of groundwater users as
implementation of the ordinance
progresses.

• Being aware and knowledgeable of
historic groundwater levels and data
sources.

• Developing, approving, and overseeing
specific Basin Management Objectives
(BMO) for their sub-area groundwater
basin.

• Exercising voting authority on WAC
recommendations to the Board of
Supervisors.

• Directing and scrutinizing work
completed by the Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC).

A Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
consisting of nine members works under the
direction of the Water Advisory Committee.
The TAC was appointed by the Board of
Supervisors. Five members represent
public agencies and four of the members
are at-large appointments representing the
north, central, south, and east groundwater
regions of the county.

Members of the Technical Advisory
Committee contribute to the ordinance by:

• Completing tasks involving groundwater
data gathering, analysis, and
interpretation.

• Reviewing groundwater monitoring
methods, proposing methods of
establishing Basin Management
Objectives within each sub-area, and
addressing compliance issues.

• Assisting with out-reach to the larger
community of groundwater users in
Glenn County.

The Technical Advisory Committee has no
decision-making authority, all of its
recommendations are subject to review,
modification, and approval by the larger
Water Advisory Committee.

A consultant representing a reputable
engineering firm has been hired with grant
monies to also assist with implementing the
initial phases of the groundwater ordinance.

Q1. Specifically, who are the Water
Advisory Committee Members and the
Technical Advisory Committee Members?
A1. A sincere effort was made to establish
a wide cross-section of representation on
this committee so the list of individuals is
long. The list is provided at the end of this
article.

Q2. What rationale was used when
appointments were made to the Water
Advisory Committee?
A2. The groundwater basin underlying the
valley floor of Glenn County was divided
into 17 sub-area basins. An attempt was
made to group groundwater users together
who had consistent interests, similar
hydrologic conditions, and to the extent
possible, Board of Supervisor boundaries
were considered. WAC membership
reflects these 17 sub-areas.

Q3. Are all sub-areas well represented?
A3. Most sub-areas have active
representation. There is a need for
volunteers among private pumpers in sub-
areas 1 and 10 to represent their respective
groundwater sub-basins. Sub-areas that
have surface water as well as groundwater
have tended to be better represented. This
reflects that water districts have existing
Boards of Directors and management so
participation in implementing the ordinance
is more readily accessible.

Q4. What happens if a sub-area is not
actively represented?
A4. It is difficult to implement an initial
Basin Management Objective for the sub-

Questions about the management
structure of the ordinance?



3

area because there is no organization to
provide input from the groundwater
pumpers in that sub-area. More than likely,
it puts their very own groundwater resource
at more risk. The intent of the ordinance is
to protect the continued availab ility of
groundwater in the sub-area. If a Basin
Management Objective is not in place for a
sub-area, there is no mechanism to protect
the groundwater resource in the event of
drought, increased local uses, or exports.

Allan Fulton is the Irrigation and Water Resource
Farm Advisor, U. C. Cooperative Extension, Tehama,
Glenn, Colusa, and Shasta Counties. Toccoy Dudley
is Chief of Groundwater Investigations, Northern
District of the California Department of Water
Resources, Red Bluff, CA. Both are appointed
members of the Glenn County Groundwater Technical
Advisory Committee.

GLENN COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS

• Keith Hanson � Chair
• Denny Bungarz
• Gary Freeman
• Tom McGowan
• Forrest Sprague

WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(WAC) REPRESENTATIVES

SUBAREA

1. W est Corning Basin, Private Pumpers VACANT
2. Stony Creek W ater District Area Jesse W estcamp
3. W est Colusa Basin, Private Pumpers Del Reimers
4. Orland Unit W ater Users Assoc. Steve Butler
5. Orland-Artois W ater District Area Leigh McDaniel
6. Glide W ater District Area Noralu Michael
7. Kanawha W ater District Area W ade Danley
8. East Corning Basin, Private Pumpers Scott Studybaker
9. Board of Supervisors Dist. 5 Pumpers Judy Brown
10. Board of Supervisors Dist. 3 Pumpers VACANT
11. Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District Area Sandy Denn
12. Provident Irrigation District Elwood W eller
13. W illow Creek Mutual W ater Co. Area Frank Torres
14. Princeton-Codora-Glenn

Irrigation District Area David Alves
15. Reclamation District #2106 Gene Clark
16. Reclamation District #1004 Jack Baber
17. W estern Canal W ater District Matt Colwell
18. Glenn County Farm Bureau Larry Domenighini
19. Glenn County Supervisor Keith Hanson
20. Glenn County Resource

Conservation District Anjanette Martin
21. Kent Perks City of W illows
22. Jerry Troxel City of Orland

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(TAC) REPRESENTATIVES

1. John Benoit Glenn County Public W orks
2. Lance Boyd At-large, Southern Glenn County
3. Toccoy Dudley Department of W ater Resources
4. Allan Fulton UC Cooperative Extension
5. Gregory Lindholm Glenn County Health Department
6. Ben Pennock At-large, Central Glenn County
7. Ed Romano Glenn County Ag. Commissioner
8. Ted Trimble At-large, Eastern Glenn County
9. George W ilson At-large, Northern Glenn County


