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DORMANT SPRAYING OF FRUIT TREES IN THE GARDEN

What is dormant spray? Dormant sprays are highly refined oils and fungicides applied when trees
are in dormancy, after leaves fall but before buds begin to break open in the spring.

Why use dormant spray? Dormant sprays provide efficient and economical treatment for a
number of diseases and over-wintering pests, such as:

shot hole fungus on almonds, apricots, nectarines and peaches
peach leaf curl fungus on nectarines and peaches

brown rot fungus on almonds and all stone fruits

= peach twig borer, over-wintering mites, aphid eggs and scale insects

When to use dormant sprays? Once all leaves have fallen in late NOVEMBER until just before the
buds begin to open in FEBRUARY or early MARCH. Space 2 or 3 sprays during this period. Use
3 if there is heavy rainfall.

How to use dormant sprays?
=  Pump sprayers or compressed air sprayers can be used for application
= Trees should be well watered prior to spraying to prevent burning
= Avoid spraying if rain or cold north winds are expected
= Always follow product direction

What to use? Dormant Oil spray- for mites, aphid eggs, scale and peach tree borer. Careful on prunes
and plums; may burn foliage if applied late.

= 50% fixed copper--for peach leaf curl, brown rot, shot hole
= Bordeaux--for peach leaf curl, brown rot, shot hole
= Lime sulfur--for peach leaf curl, brown rot , shot hole

Not for apricots, sulfur products cause phytotoxicity.

Help prevent disease and pests and reduce the need for sprays by maintaining good sanitation. Rake and dispose of all
leaves after drop and before the first rains if possible. Remove any fruit left and prune out branches with diseased twigs.
Sprays are necessary annually on peaches and nectarines for peach leaf curl. All other pests and diseases may or may not
require treatment.
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