Make this Yellow Jacket Trap Yourself

I have been receiving many calls about yellow jackets or “meat bees.”  The complaint is that commercially available traps don’t seem to do much good for many folks.  In fact, my outdoor kitchen has been plagued by hundreds of meat bees for the past few weeks despite my using a commercial trap with new bait.  Since I know that workers in the colony hunt for insects, or feed on meat or rotting fruit, I decided to try this simple homemade trap.  It is just a baking pan with a skewer laid across the top.  I threaded a thick slice of raw bacon on the skewer and then filled the pan with water so that it is ½” below the bacon.  I then added one drop of liquid dish soap to act as a surfactant.

The meat bees land on the bacon and take a bite.  When they let go to fly back to the nest, they naturally drop a short distance as they begin to take off.  When they touch the water, they immediately go under the surface and drown.  The photo shows the 40-50 yellow jackets that were killed in just the first three hours.  I highly recommend giving this trap a try if you are being bothered by these pests.

As with most creatures, it is best not to aggravate them by swatting at them or trying to chase them away.  Some people are allergic to the venom of yellow jackets and others are allergic to bee stings.  Both reactions can be life-threatening to some people.  If you are particularly sensitive to yellow jacket venom, be extra cautious in late summer and early fall, when the insects are most numerous.  If a yellow jacket stings you, remove any rings or tight fitting jewelry immediately in case of swelling.  Yellow jackets are more likely than bees to sting without provocation, their sting is more painful, and normally no stinger remains in the skin and a single yellow jacket may sting more than once.

            Please contact the Farm Advisor’s office at cdcalaveras@ucdavis.edu or 754-6477 with your agricultural questions.  Talk to a certified Master Gardener every Wednesday, 10:00-12:00, 754-2880.
