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Housekeeping Items

Welcome to History 102HS.  I look forward to working with you and learning together.

· I will run a test of the email list this week by sending a copy of this document to you.  If you don’t receive this by Wednesday, please let me know.

· Please let me know ASAP if you are having difficulty locating any of the Course Materials.

Questions to Consider This Week
1. W. Ellis Hawley, The Great War and the Search for a Modern Order (1992) (pgs 1-15)
Many feel that World War I (WWI) represented a great watershed in American and world history.  Some saw it as a dividing line between reform and reaction eras, as the threshold of new urban and managerial order, and/or as the end of a promising epoch of human progress and the beginning of an era in which progress was destructive and malignant.  Hawley might argue that the heritage from the Progressive Era made WWI a Progressive War.  

· As you learn about the Progressive Era this week (through lectures and readings), what do you regard as Progressive impulses or characteristics?  Can you cite 2-3  specific examples of how Progressive impulses/characteristics played out on the American homefront? 
· Can you provide examples of how a Progressive economic heritage, organizational heritage, visions of a new liberalism, ethnocultural tension, and progressive diplomacy (all identified by Hawley) shaped the American homefront and affected its political institutions?  

· Was World War I was instrumental to the trend of building an associative state in America?  What would Hawley argue? What would you argue?

· Did WWI change Progressive impulses in America?  If so, how?

David Kennedy, Over Here (1980) (pgs 1-190)
As a cultural phenomenon, the war crisis revealed a number of American social values, including a deeply rooted suspicion of concentrated public power and a bias toward voluntarism in the construction of social institutions.

· After reading the introduction of Over Here, do you think U.S. entry into WWI was inevitable? 
· Per Kennedy, how was voluntarism evident in homefront movements?  (Provide 2-3 examples.  This question is one of fundamental importance to the course, and we’ll revisit it throughout.  You’ll certainly add to this list).

· Would the sentiments described above hold true today?
William Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity (1958) (pgs 1-10)
In the introduction to his book, Leuchtenburg describes a period of rapid change in America, much of it fueled by technology.   He also describes competing American experiences (urban/rural, etc.).  The introduction provides – in a nutshell – one view of American life at the outset of WWI.

· What about this excerpt do you find surprising? Compelling? 
· Do you agree with his arguments?

Robert Zieger, America’s Great War (2000) (pgs 1-56). 
· How did immigration patterns color American feeling toward the War?  

· What were some of the challenges to U.S. isolationism?  Economic? Social? Political?

· Do you think that WWI marked a transformation in terms of American feeling about the need for military strength?  If yes, why, and did that transformation have lasting implications?

· Does Zieger think America could have avoided entering the war?  Do you?  Why?

Eldon Eisenach (Reader)

· What do these primary source pieces tell you about American life/feeling during this period?  In what ways do they offer a more nuanced view?  Does the information they provide differ from accounts provided by contemporary authors?  If so, how?  Are there things in these readings that reinforce the idea of the Progressive movement?  
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