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History 102HS

Week 2 Notes (8/13-8/17)

Summer 2007 
Housekeeping Items

· As a reminder, class format will consist of lecture Monday-Wednesday, with Thursday meetings generally being devoted to discussion of the readings.  I felt that our discussion moved along fairly well last week.  Thank you for your participation.  If you didn’t speak up, please be sure to do so this week, as active and informed participation is part of your grade.

· I would be very interested in having you submit any questions you have about the readings for our Thursday discussions.  While this is not mandatory, I think it would be helpful.  Please feel free to email me any questions by Wednesday p.m., and we’ll incorporate them into Thursday’s discussion.
· Re: office hours.  Please let me know if you’d like to meet with me this week.  I’m delighted to meet during the hour after class, or other times by appointment.
· Reminder re: primary source analysis paper.  A brief description of your plan for this paper (i.e., sources you will use, topic, etc.) is due Thursday 8/16/2007 in class. A paragraph or two will suffice.  You may email me this if it is easier. The paper itself will be due at the beginning of class on Tuesday 9/4/2007.
· Reminder re: book report.  The book report is due Wednesday 8/22/2007.   You may want to read that book this week. 
Topics and Readings for This Week

Please be sure to read this carefully, as I have shifted a short reading from next week to this week’s schedule, and combined a couple of topics to allow ample time for discussion on 8/16.  While the number of assigned pages this week represents a lighter reading load, this is a particularly rich and nuanced set of sources, providing a great deal of detail.
Week II: The World at War/Mobilizing the American Homefront 


Aug. 13:  A European Affair

Aug. 14:  America Enters the War; Voluntarism and the Associative State as Reflected in 




Wartime Gardening Efforts.

Aug. 15:  Mobilizing the Economy/Mobilizing the Army

Aug. 16:  Discussion
Reading:
   Hawley, The Great War and The Search for a Modern Order, 16-30;

                             Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity, 11-65;



   Zieger, America’s Great War, 56-84;


   Reader: Eisenach: Economics (64-70); Progressivism Triumphant in the World  

                             (287-300); 
  ADDED: Hayden-Smith, Soldiers of the Soil: The Work of the United School  

          Garden Army During World War I; available on the internet at:
   www.ca4h.org/4hresource/updates/attach/USSGA-Winter2006Mono.pdf
Questions to Consider This Week 
While I’ve included a lot of questions, many of them overlap. These are provided to facilitate your reading and prepare you for Thursday (although we clearly won’t get to them all).  
1. W. Ellis Hawley, The Great War and the Search for a Modern Order (1992) (pgs 16-30)
As discussed last week, Hawley might argue that the heritage from the Progressive Era made WWI a Progressive War.  

· Can you provide specific examples of the “war collectivism” Hawley mentions on pg. 17 of his book?  Please provide a couple examples for each: economic management, social management, management of food/agriculture.  
· After reading Hawley, what is your understanding of public-private cooperation on the American homefront during WWI?  
· How does Hawley characterize race relations on the American homefront during WWI? What does he have to say about the status of women during this period?  What other groups experience tension on the homefront, and why?
· In what ways did the war aims and coalition diplomacy (Fourteen Points) reflect Progressive impulses? 
William Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity (1958) (pgs 11-65)
· On pages 27-29, Leuchtenburg describes causes/motivations for the U.S. to go to war. Do you agree with his assessment?  Why or why not?  How did Progressivism and its goals contribute to these causes/motivations?

· How did entry into the war alter patterns of life on the American homefront?  How did entry into the war change the scale of government control of the economy? Social life?

· What does the phrase “the social possibilities of war” refer to?  

· What opportunities did the war provide for Progressive reformers? Women? Minorities?  Labor?   How does what Leuchtenburg says compare with Hawley’s take on these things?
· What does Leuchtenburg argue were the most important outcomes of WWI? 

· On the bottom of pg. 40, Leuchtenburg offers a summary of the changes that occurred in American life between 1916-1920.  Do you agree with his assessment? Why or why not?

· What are some of the darker elements of life on the homefront?  How were these reflected?  Provide specific examples of tools used to quell dissent.

· How was the “utopian spirit” of the war expressed?

· What was the League of Nations?  How was it received in America?  Be able to describe Wilson’s efforts at diplomacy.

Robert Zieger, America’s Great War (2000) (pgs 58-84) 
· Why was conscription adopted so quickly during WWI?  How did the model of conscription differ from those used during the Civil War?  Can you identify any Progressive impulses in the roll out of conscription in America?  Are there any aspects of the conscription effort that demonstrate public-private partnership?  Voluntarism?  Coercion? How did resistance to the war and to conscription manifest itself?  Be prepared to provide specific examples for each of the above questions.
· In what ways was economic mobilization successful?  In what ways did efforts to mobilize the economy fall short?  Why was there a need for public-private organizations such as the Naval Consulting Board?   
· How did army and navy experiences in mobilization differ?  Why?
· How did the government attempt to deal with railroads?  Agriculture? 

· Describe the federal government’s attempts at mobilizing public opinion and information management during this period.  

· Zieger describes the use of “coercive legislation, voluntary compliance, and propaganda” as means to mobilize the homefront.  Can you provide specific examples of this?
Eldon Eisenach (Reader)

· What do these primary source pieces tell you about American life/feeling during this period?  In what ways do these readings offer a different view than those written by contemporary historians?  
Rose Hayden-Smith, Soldiers of the Soil (Internet source) 
· What impressions might you draw from this piece about the experience of American children on the homefront during WWI?  

· Do you see coercive legislation, voluntarism, and the use of propaganda in the USSGA program?  If yes, how are these things expressed?
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