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Over Here: The American Homefront During World War I 

SYLLABUS

8/14/07
Instructor: 

Rose Hayden-Smith

Office: 


Humanities and Social Sciences TBA

Phone: 805.794.1665 (cell)

Email: rmhaydensmith@ucdavis.edu or wbsmith@ucdavis.edu
Time and Room: 
MTWR 9:30 – 10:45, Girvetz 1119 

Office Hours: 

M,T,W,R 11:00-12:00 and by appointment; location TBA.
Introduction: World War I was a cataclysmic event that fundamentally changed the world. It was also a pivotal and profound time in American history, and caught the nation during a period of transition between different and competing experiences of American life.  This course won’t require you to memorize a lot of dates, but rather, to read a variety of materials from different sources and to analyze complex issues, many of which still confront us today.  The reading list is rich and varied…and ambitious.
While our focus is on what happened “Over Here,” i.e., the American homefront, you will also learn something about what happened “Over There.”  You will also have an opportunity to learn about the homefront experience in other nations, most notably Great Britain and Canada.  Primary historical sources in the form of visual culture (i.e., posters, photographs, some short video clips, advertisements) and the written word (i.e., magazines, newspapers, literature, and poetry) will be used extensively to document/analyze American culture during the period.   Strands of public history, including new media/digital history and memory, will also be utilized and discussed.  A weekly study guide will help frame our work by providing discussion questions, etc.


Objectives and Learning Outcomes:
· Develop an understanding of American life at the outset of World War I;
· Learn about the origins of World War I, taking into account political, social, economic, military, diplomatic, and cultural explanations;

· Evaluate the impact of the war on the American homefront, including its effect on the role of the state, economics, agriculture, labor, race, immigration, gender relations, and American culture;
· Appreciate the experience of battle and the motivation of the common soldier; 

· Analyze the ways in which the war affected other nations by comparing and contrasting homefront experiences; and 
· Understand the lasting impacts of World War I, and how it shaped the world in which we live today.
Course Assignments and Grading:
Grading: Grades will be based on a weekly online survey, a take-home midterm, a primary source analysis paper, a book report, and the final.  Extra credit may be earned for thoughtful and informed participation during discussion and/or brief response papers. The exact breakdown is as follows: 

· Weekly Online Survey (10%): Each week, you will be required to complete an online survey, responding to questions about the readings and lectures.  This survey, which will be ungraded, consists of short essay questions and multiple choice answers, and will enable both instructor and student to assess progress and identify gaps in knowledge.  While the survey is ungraded, completion of the survey is mandatory, and will count for 10% of your course grade.  You will receive feedback on your survey from the instructor, and a demonstration will be provided during the first class meeting.
· Take-Home Midterm (25%): A take-home midterm will be issued, giving you a selection of questions to answer.  A 5-7 page essay (typed and double spaced) will be due at the beginning of class on Monday 08/27/2007.  
· Primary Source Analysis Paper (25%):  For this 5-7 page, double-spaced, typed paper, students will use the course materials (readings and lectures) and a combination of primary source materials (newspapers, advertisements, art) to analyze an aspect of the American homefront.  Be prepared to make a point and argue strongly for it.  A one-page description of your plan (i.e., sources you will use, topic, etc.) is due Thursday 8/16/2007 in class.  The paper itself will be due at the beginning of class on Tuesday 9/4/2007.
· Book Report (15%):  A 5-page, double-spaced, typed report on a book from our reading list will be due in class on Wednesday 8/22/2007.  Additional information will be provided during the first week of class.
· Final Exam (25%):  An in-class final exam consisting will be offered on Thursday 09/13/2007. A study guide will be handed out on 9/6/2007, one week prior to the exam.  

· Discussion/Extra Credit: 
· I will regularly turn over a good portion of class time to discussion of the readings. You can earn extra credit by actively and thoughtfully participating in these discussions. 
· Extra credit may be earned by turning in a 2-page (double-spaced and typed) response on the material read and discussed during a particular lecture or week.  You may turn in up to one 2-page response per week.  You choose the topic/point of discussion; I’ll read appreciatively and return my comments to you. 
Policies:
· All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the specified due date.  Late assignments will be marked down one-third grade (e.g., from an A to an A-) per day. 

· All work in this course must be your own.  Any student caught plagiarizing (copying or borrowing someone else’s work without crediting them) will receive a failing grade for the course, and will be referred to the Office of Academic Affairs for disciplinary action. 

· The instructor reserves the right to modify the course schedule or assignments as needed.

· Your attendance, participation, and full attention are expected at all times.  PLEASE BE PROMPT!  We have a great deal of material to cover and must start on time.  Late arrivals are distracting to the instructor and other students.
· Please turn your cell phone OFF for the duration of the class.
Schedule of Topics and Readings:
To help understand this complex topic, we will read the works of historians as well as original (i.e., primary) documents from the period, including newspaper accounts and magazine articles.  We will also consider other cultural forms, including art (particularly war posters), advertisements, and literature (including novels and poetry).  You will need to think about the readings and consider their significance.  This will take some hard work, but the rewards will be great. By the end of the course, you should have a much better understanding of World War I and its lasting impacts on American life.
Readings: The following books are required reading. The readings can either be purchased at the UCSB bookstore or read on reserve at the library. It is very important that you do the assigned reading every week. 

· Willa Cather, One of Ours 

· Byron Farwell, Over There: America in the Great War (1917-1918)

· Paul Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory (25th anniversary edition)
Note: This book is optional, but highly recommended reading.
· Ellis W. Hawley, The Great War and the Search for a Modern Order 

· David M. Kennedy, Over Here: The First World War and American Society. (25th anniversary edition) 
· William E. Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity

· Robert H. Zieger, America’s Great War: World War I and the American Experience THIS BOOK IS CURRENTLY ON BACKORDER, BUT IS AVAILABLE AT THE I.V. BOOKSTORE AND ONLINE..
· History 102HS Reader (Available at the UCSB Bookstore).
Schedule of Weekly Lectures Topics and Readings 
I. The Heritage of the Progressive Era/The World at War
Aug. 6: Introduction to History 102HS
Aug. 7: The Progressive Era
Aug. 8: America at the Outset of War; Preparedness Campaign; American Neutrality
Aug. 9: Discussion
Reading: 
Hawley, The Great War and the Search for a Modern Order 1-15; 

Kennedy, Over Here: the First World War and American Society, 1-190; Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity, 1-10; 
Zieger, America’s Great War, 1-56; and
Reader:  Eisenach: Introduction (vii-xx); Progressivism Triumphant in America (243-286); American Democracy (19-24); Bonds of Nationality (25-32).
II. The World at War/Mobilizing the American Homefront 


Aug. 13:  The World at War; A European Affair
Aug. 14:  America Enters the War; Voluntarism and the Associative State as Exemplified 

   by the Food Administration and Wartime Gardening

Aug. 15:  PAPER Process – Class Activity on Primary Sources

    
Aug. 16: Discussion


   Brief description of primary source analysis paper due in class.
Reading:
   Hawley, The Great War and The Search for a Modern Order, 16-30;

                             Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity, 11-65;



   Zieger, America’s Great War, 56-84;


   Reader: Eisenach: Economics (64-70); Progressivism Triumphant in the World  

                            (287-300). 
III. Mobilizing the American Homefront
Aug. 20: Mobilizing the Economy; Mobilizing an Army (No Slackers Here)

Aug. 21: NO CLASS MEETING
Aug. 22: Mobilizing the Public: The CPI, Propaganda, and 4-Minute Men

               Book report due in class.
               Take-home midterm distributed in class; due next Monday 8/27.
Aug 23:  Mobilizing Women: The Renegotiation of Citizenship, Women’s
               Civic Organizations
                Discussion
Reading:           Cather, One of Ours

Hayden-Smith, Soldiers of the Soil: The Work of the United School Garden    

     Army During World War I; available on the internet at:

     www.ca4h.org/4hresource/updates/attach/USSGA-Winter2006Mono.pdf


  Reader: David Glassberg, Organizing the Soul of America;
  Glenn Watkins, “The Yanks Are Coming”; “Onward Christian  

  Soldiers”; The 100% American; “On Patrol in No Man’s Land.” 

IV. Over Here: Conflict and Crisis; Over There: American Experiences on the Front 

Aug. 27: Homefront and Popular Culture: Posters, Pageants, and Patriotism; 

                Poetry and Literature
                Take-home midterm due in class.
Aug. 28: Conflict on the Homefront: Class, Race, and Gender 

               Crisis on the Homefront: the Influenza Pandemic
Aug. 29: American Experiences on the Front
Aug. 30: American Experiences on the Front - Ventura CA: A Case Study Utilizing

  Newspaper Accounts and Letters Home
Reading: 
  Barwell, TBA

                            Hawley, The Great War and The Search for a Modern Order, 31-65;


               Kennedy, Over Here: the First World War and American Society, 191-295;

                            Zieger, America’s Great War, 85-151.

               Reader: Kenneth L.Helphand, “Trench Gardens: the Western Front in World 
               War I.
V.Other Home Fronts

Sept. 3: Labor Day, No Class


Sept. 4: Women’s Experiences: Canada, Great Britain;

                           The Work of the Woman’s Land Army in America
                           Primary source analysis paper due in class.

             Sept. 5:  Mobilization and Coercion: Canada, Great Britain
             Sept. 6:  Mobilizing Memory: Unknown Soldiers, the Haig Poppy Appeal
Reading:
  Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity, 66-177;


  Reader: WOMEN: Joan Sangster, Mobilizing Women for War; 
                            Nicoletta F. Gullace, Redrawing the Boundaries of the Private Sphere:
                            Patriotic Motherhood and the Raising of Kitchener’s Armies

                            MOBILIZATION AND COERCION: Nicoletta F. Gullace, The Order of the 
                           White Feather and Conscription, Conscience, and the Travails of Male               

                           Citizenship; J.L. Granatstein, Conscription in the Great War; 

                           MEMORY: Jonathan F. Vance, Remembering Armageddon; Peter H. 

                           Hoffenberg, Landscape, Memory and the Australian War Experience, 1915-18
                            Recommended: Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory
VI. The Aftermath and Legacy of WWI on American Society  
             Sept. 10:  The Aftermath
             Sept. 11:  Enduring Legacies
             Sept. 12:  Review

             Sept. 13:  Final Exam in class

Reading: 
   Kennedy, Over Here: The First World War and American Society, 296-369;


   Zieger, America’s Great War, 153-225
                             Recommended: 
                             Hawley, The Great War and the Search for A Modern Order, 66-200;
                             Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity, 178-269
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