El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee
Livestock Merit Award

Application for Market Beef, Market Sheep and Market Swine
The El Dorado County Junior Livestock Auction Committee has found a new and exciting way to award financial assistance to Junior Livestock Exhibitors based on the exhibitor's merit.  While recognizing outstanding exhibitors, this program's main intention is to assist in the purchase and production of market project animals.

QUALIFICATIONS:
Applicants must be exhibiting a market animal at the 2007 El Dorado County Fair and must be eligible to exhibit in the 2008 El Dorado County Fair.  Prior to 2007, the applicant must have sold at least one animal in the Jr. Livestock Auction.  

CRITERIA:
Award recipients will be chosen on the basis of past record, home facilities, experience, and the individual's ability to carry his/her project through the next year's fair.  See the attached judging criteria sheet.

APPLICATION PROCESS
Only one application may be submitted; either for beef, sheep, or swine.  Complete the form that applies to the species you wish to exhibit next year.  This application consists of a total of five items being submitted.  Two forms are included with this application, one is information on the applicant and the second is to be filled out by the applicant’s 4-H Leader (organization or project) or FFA Advisor.  The three remaining articles are letters of reference (one from a parent/guardian and two from persons not related to the applicant).

INTERVIEWS:
The selection committee will interview all applicants after their applications have been judged.  The interview will take place prior to the judging of market animals at the 2007 El Dorado County Fair.  The applicant's will be given the interviewing schedule at a later date. 

AWARD WINNERS:
Merit Award winners will receive, toward their 2008 market animal project:

$500

Beef

$100

Sheep

$100

Swine

At the 2007 El Dorado County Fair awards breakfast on Sunday, June 17, 2007 winners will be presented with their Merit Award Certificate and check.  This year's award recipients will be announced during the 2007 Jr. Livestock Auction.  Sheep and Swine Merit winners will receive the full amount; Beef Merit winners will receive $250 this year and the balance when they return to show their market project in 2008.  The exhibitor will apply this money to their animal project, feed and the finish of their animal.

The award donors will be kept abreast throughout the year of the status of their merit award donation.  Winners are assigned to specific sponsors and must keep in contact with the program coordinator so that communication with the sponsor is ongoing throughout the year.  See the attached time deadlines, which must be met!

El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee
Livestock Merit Awart


Schedule of time deadlines & requirements
June 1, 2007
2007 - 2008 Merit Award Applications due

Mail completed applications to:

El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee

P.O. Box 1601

Placerville, CA 95667

June 6 - June 8, 2007


Interview process period

June 16, 2007


Merit Award recipient’s announced during 

Jr. Livestock Auction

June 17, 2007


Merit Award recipient’s receive certificates & check at

Award’s Breakfast (7 am)

June 17, 2007


Signed Merit Award contract due

May 1, 2008



Proof of purchase (bill of sale) of merit animal &

picture due

June 1, 2008

Written summary of progress of animal

2007 El Dorado County Fair - must exhibit animal in

market division

El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee
Livestock Merit Award

Judging Criteria

Application






150 points
Neatness of Application

10 points


Outside Participation


20 points

(list of involvement)



Letters of Reference


30 points


(total of 3)

Story





80 points

size and scope


40 points

4-H/FFA involvement

20 points

maintain interest


20 points

-creative

-grammatically correct

Pictorial page



10 points

Interview







150 points


Appearance of applicant



20 points



Poise & confidence




20 points


Ability to answer questions

50 points


Thoroughness - depth in answer
25 points


Enthusiasm in program


35 points


TOTAL POSSIBLE SCORE - 300 POINTS
El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee
Livestock Merit Award
Application Information Form - Beef

Name: 
Address: 

City: 




State: 



Zip:  

4-H Club / FFA Chapter: 

Birth date: 


Age: 

Phone Number: (    )

Number of years you participated at the El Dorado County Fair:  

Number and type of animals you are showing this year: 


Please list your activities, memberships and honors or awards in any organizations outside of 4-H or FFA



Attach a story (250-500 words) explaining why you deserve a Livestock Merit Award.  Please explain the size and scope of your project (past, present and future), the knowledge and skills gained from your project as well as 4-H/FFA, and your 4-H/FFA involvement including your leadership at your project, club and county level and your community service experiences.  Please attach one organized pictorial page to your story. (This should not be a copy of your record book story)
I, hereby make application for a El Dorado County Junior Livestock Auction Merit Award.  I agree that I will purchase/raise one feeder calf to exhibit as a market steer at the El Dorado County Fair in 2008.  I agree that this calf will be in my possession on or before the ownership deadline criteria required by my 4-H/FFA program for exhibiting at the fair. I agree that I will sell, if my animal qualifies for the sale, this CALF at the 2008 El Dorado County Junior Livestock Auction.  I understand that it is my responsibility, if selected as a winner, to keep the program coordinator apprised of my animals progress through monthly reports.  I understand that if I do not complete the requirements of the Merit Award Program; to return all merit award money advanced to me.  I understand that if I am selected as a winner, I cannot apply for this award again, even in a different species. 

Signature of Applicant: 

El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee
Livestock Merit Award
Application Information Form - Sheep

Name: 
Address: 

City: 




State: 



Zip:  

4-H Club / FFA Chapter: 

Birth date: 


Age: 

Phone Number: (    )

Number of years you participated at the El Dorado County Fair:  

Number and type of animals you are showing this year: 


Please list your activities, memberships and honors or awards in any organizations outside of 4-H or FFA



Attach a story (250-500 words) explaining why you deserve a Livestock Merit Award.  Please explain the size and scope of your project (past, present and future), the knowledge and skills gained from your project as well as 4-H/FFA, and your 4-H/FFA involvement including your leadership at your project, club and county level and your community service experiences.  Please attach one organized pictorial page to your story. (This should not be a copy of your record book story)
I, hereby make application for a El Dorado County Junior Livestock Auction Merit Award.  I agree that I will purchase/raise one feeder lamb to exhibit as a market lamb at the El Dorado County Fair in 2008.  I agree that this calf will be in my possession on or before the ownership deadline criteria required by my 4-H/FFA program for exhibiting at the fair. I agree that I will sell, if my animal qualifies for the sale, this LAMB at the 2008 El Dorado County Junior Livestock Auction.  I understand that it is my responsibility, if selected as a winner, to keep the program coordinator apprised of my animals progress through monthly reports.  I understand that if I do not complete the requirements of the Merit Award Program; to return all merit award money advanced to me.  I understand that if I am selected as a winner, I cannot apply for this award again, even in a different species. 

Signature of Applicant: 
El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee
Livestock Merit Award
Application Information Form - Swine

Name: 
Address: 

City: 




State: 



Zip:  

4-H Club / FFA Chapter: 

Birth date: 


Age: 

Phone Number: (    )

Number of years you participated at the El Dorado County Fair:  

Number and type of animals you are showing this year: 


Please list your activities, memberships and honors or awards in any organizations outside of 4-H or FFA



Attach a story (250-500 words) explaining why you deserve a Livestock Merit Award.  Please explain the size and scope of your project (past, present and future), the knowledge and skills gained from your project as well as 4-H/FFA, and your 4-H/FFA involvement including your leadership at your project, club and county level and your community service experiences.  Please attach one organized pictorial page to your story. (This should not be a copy of your record book story)
I, hereby make application for a El Dorado County Junior Livestock Auction Merit Award.  I agree that I will purchase/raise one feeder hog to exhibit as a market hog at the El Dorado County Fair in 2008.  I agree that this calf will be in my possession on or before the ownership deadline criteria required by my 4-H/FFA program for exhibiting at the fair. I agree that I will sell, if my animal qualifies for the sale, this HOG at the 2008 El Dorado County Junior Livestock Auction.  I understand that it is my responsibility, if selected as a winner, to keep the program coordinator apprised of my animals progress through monthly reports.  I understand that if I do not complete the requirements of the Merit Award Program; to return all merit award money advanced to me.  I understand that if I am selected as a winner, I cannot apply for this award again, even in a different species. 

Signature of Applicant: 
El Dorado County Jr. Livestock Auction Committee
Livestock Merit Award
Letter of Reference - 4-H Leader/FFA Advisor


This reference report must be returned to the applicant and included with his/her application and must be in a sealed envelope with your signature across the envelope.

Applicant's Name:

Your Name: 



Relationship to applicant:

How long have you known the applicant:  

Please answer the following as accurate as you can:

1.  Do you feel that the applicant qualifies for a merit award?  


2.  Merit Award recipients must communicate with the program 



coordinator in order for the sponsor's to be kept informed.  What 


indication do you have that the applicant will keep the committee 


of their merit animal throughout the project?



3.
What information do you know about the applicant that would 


assist the committee in determing his or her qualification ( ie. 


completed his/her project for this year, leadership activities, etc.)










